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Ex-Foreign Minister to Become Nabucco 
Consultant

Former German Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer 
has reportedly taken a job as a consultant for the 
Nabucco pipeline project, which will deliver 
natural gas from the Caspian region to Europe. 
His expertise at smoothing ruffled diplomatic 
feathers will come in handy.

First, it was his boss, ex-Chancellor Gerhard 
Schröder, who followed the path from politics into 
the natural gas business. Now, reports indicate that 
former German Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer 
has signed a consulting contract with the Nabucco 
Pipeline, a European Union backed project 
designed to ease the EU’s dependence on Russian 
natural gas. 

According to information obtained by SPIEGEL sister 
publication Manager Magazin, Fischer has joined 
the 7.9 billion ($11.1 billion) project as a political 
advisor, primarily to ensure that Turkey remains 
on board but also to manage relations with other 
countries affected by the pipeline, including transit 
countries Bulgaria, Romania and Hungary.

The planned 3,300-kilometer (2,050 mile) long 
pipeline would also flow through Turkey on its way 
from the Caspian Sea region to southeastern 
Europe. But whereas southeastern European Union 
countries have been solid in their backing for the 
project, Ankara has often succumbed to the 
temptation to link ongoing European Union 
accession talks with its support for the pipeline. 
Just in January, Turkey threatened to withdraw its 
agreement if Brussels didn’t open new chapters in 
the ongoing accession negotiations.

Fischer goes for gas
Joschka Fischer
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Dr. Anil K. Gupta, Ph.D.  
Widely Recognised as One of the World’s Leading Experts on Strategy 
& Globalisation

Anil K. Gupta is widely regarded as one of the world’s leading experts on strategy 
and globalisation. He is the Ralph J. Tyser Professor of Strategy and Organisation 
at the Smith School of Business, The University of Maryland at College Park.

As a leading expert in his field, Gupta has great insight into the future economic development of China 
and India and the impact they will have on the global economy. He provides a great global perspective 
on various worldwide issues through highly informative and captivating presentations.

Pierluigi Collina
The World’s Greatest Football Referee

One of the most recognised celebrities on the planet, Collina has refereed at the 
highest level including the 2002 World Cup Final and the 1999 Champions League 
Final plus countless World Cup and international matches.  

His presentations are inspiring and filled with anecdotes and humour.  Collina offers audiences 
a glimpse into how he became the world’s greatest official and what it takes to be the best and stay 
the best. He is uniquely respected by the players, managers and fans where his calm authority and 
sense of fair play under great pressure made him the best in the world’s most popular sport.

Don Strickland
Successful CEO and Entrepreneur, Pioneer of Web2.0 Technologies

Don Strickland manages to succeed where many do not.  His skills set and 
C-level experience have proved successful for businesses from large public 
companies to private start ups.  His consistency in combining new technologies 
and business models has enabled companies to reinvent themselves and grow 
substantial stockholder value. 

Don works with clients on issues such as disruptive innovation as an opportunity to create outstanding 
strategies as well as on the importance of transparency in large organisations and institutions. His 
insightful presentations are fine-tuned to ensure maximum impact and value.


