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Rt Hon Rory Stewart OBE

Politician, Humanitarian & Adventurer

"A renowned thinker on global politics, development and conflict"

Rory Stewart OBE is a globally respected author, academic, former Cabinet Minister, diplomat and keynote Speaker whose extraordinary

career spans conflict zones, international development and the highest levels of British government. Now a Professor of the Practice of

Grand Strategy at Yale and co-host of The Rest Is Politics, Rory offers audiences an unusually human perspective on politics, leadership,

conflict and global affairs.

TOPICS:

o Geopolitics, Global Security & Conflict

o Leadership & Decision-Making
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o

Politics, Democracy & Government

International Development &

Humanitarianism
o The Future of Global Affairs

o Lessons from the Frontline of Politics

LANGUAGES:

He presents in English.

PUBLICATIONS:

2017 The Marshes

2012 CanlIntervention Work?

2007 The Prince of the Marshes: And
Other Occupational Hazards of a
Yearinlraq

2006 The Placesin Between

2006 ccupational Hazards

IN DETAIL:

Rory Stewart is a distinctive international affairs and leadership Speaker whose career has
taken him from walking across Afghanistan to governing provinces in Iraq and serving at
the highest levels of the UK Government. He spent almost a decade as an MP for Penrith
and The Border and ultimately became Secretary of State for International Development.
He also held ministerial responsibilities for prisons, Africa, international development and
the environment, and chaired the House of Commons Defence Select Committee. Before
entering politics, Rory served as a diplomat and worked in conflict-affected regions,
including Afghanistan, Iraq and the Balkans. He later founded the Turquoise Mountain
Foundation in Afghanistan and held senior academic roles at Harvard and Yale. Today, this
Speaker combines his experience of government, diplomacy, humanitarian work and
academia with his role as co-host of the hugely popular The Rest Is Politics podcast.

WHAT HE OFFERS YOU:

Rory Stewart gives audiences a rare combination of political experience, international
expertise and first-hand knowledge of conflict and humanitarian challenges. As a keynote
Speaker, he explores leadership, geopolitics, global security, democracy and decision-
making, offering thoughtful perspectives that challenge assumptions and encourage
audiences to see complex problems differently.

HOW HE PRESENTS:

Rory is an articulate, charismatic and intellectually engaging Speaker. He combines
compelling personal stories with deep political insight, historical context and candid
observations, creating lively conversations that challenge audiences while remaining
accessible, human and often unexpectedly humorous.


https://www.speakers.co.uk/speakers/rory-stewart/
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